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Doctoral Research

The Fryske Akademy is involved in the
development of the University College
Fryslan of the University of Groningen.
In 2015, the PhD candidates from the
UCF transferred to the Graduate School
of the University College. No doctoral
research programmes were concluded
in 2015. However, a number of staff
members of the Fryske Akademy
supervised three external doctoral
theses.

THE FRYSKE AKADEMY IN 2015

Scholarly Research

The Fryske Akademy focuses on scholarly
research into change processes within the
Frisian language, multilingualism, history,
and regional identity, both in the past and
in the present.

Institutional and Social
Integration and Collaboration
The Fryske Akademy is funded by two
public bodies: The Province of Friesland
and the Royal Netherlands Academy of
Arts and Sciences (KNAW). According to
the Administrative Agreement on the
Frisian Language and Culture (BTFC),
concluded between the State and the
Province, the Fryske Akademy is affiliated
with the KNAW. The ties with the Province
of Friesland were strengthened, as in
previous years, by the award of additional
research funding.

For many years now, the Fryske Akademy
has been collaborating with Tresoar,
Historisch Centrum Leeuwarden, Cedin,
Partoer, Af0K, Fryslan University Campus,
the Fries Museum, Omrop Fryslan and the
Frisian colleges. For the larger part, these
parties collaborate within the framework
of the ‘Masterplan for the Digitisation of
Frisian Heritage’ (‘Deltaplan digitalisering
Fries erfgoed’). The Fryske Akademy
frequently organises lectures, seminars
and public events with these and other
Frisian knowledge institutions. In addition,
various projects are under way within the
framework of the Leeuwarden Capital of

Current PhD Trajectories

+ De Engelse taalontwikkeling van
vloeiend en niet-vloeiend tweetalige
jongvolwassenen (‘The English Language
Development of Fluent and Non-Fluent
Bilingual Young Adults’) - Mirjam
GUnther-van der Meij in collaboration
with the University of Groningen.

Middeleeuwse agrarische
veenontginningen in Zuid-Friesland

en de kop van Overijssel (1000-1400)
(‘Medieval Agrarian Peat Reclamations
in Southern Friesland and the North of
Overijssel (1000-1400)) - Dennis Worst
in collaboration with Leiden University.

Tweetaligheid en cognitief voordeel
(‘Bilingualism and the Cognitive
Advantage’) - Evelyn Bosma in
collaboration with the University of
Amsterdam and Utrecht University.

Publications (in numbers)

Monographs [l professional

Articles refereed
non-refereed
professional
non-professional

Chapters in compilations refereed

Reports

Web portals

Web publications

Editing journals

Book reviews

files and written contributions

Culture 2018 event. Another example of

a regionally relevant topic is the historical
research into the shrinking regions,
carried out in conjunction with the
Province of Friesland and the municipality
of Kollumerland. The Boppeslach research
project and other current research
projects into multilingualism and language
learning have resulted in cooperations
with a number of schools in Friesland.

Between 2014 and 2017, the Fryske
Akademy is carrying out a language
survey into the use of the Frisian language
throughout the province. Moreover, the
lectures, workshops and publications of
our workgroups illustrate that the Fryske
Akademy is firmly embedded in the
province.

= Tl e
= R e e

Frisian AudioMining
Enterprise project

In 2015, our collaboration with a number
of national institutions was continued

and reinforced. Within the framework of
the NWO project ‘FAME’, we have been
working on an extensive corpus of spoken

* Language Preservation and Language
Loss in Frisian: a socio-linguistic profile
- Nika Stefan in collaboration with the
University of Groningen.

* Changes in Modern Frisian Verbal
Inflection - Anne Merkuur in
collaboration with the University of
Amsterdam.

* Regionaal beleid en economische
ontwikkeling (‘Regional Policy and
Economic Development’) Bart
Hogeboom in collaboration with the
University of Groningen.

* De keuze voor het Fries op sociale media
(‘Choosing the Frisian Language in Social
Media’) - Lysbeth Jongbloed-Faber in
collaboration with Maastricht University.

* Learner Modelling and Language Contact
in Syntax: word order in verbal clusters in
the Dutch-Frisian continuum - Jelke Bloem
in collaboration with the University of
Amsterdam.

Lectures and Conferences
(in numbers)

Keynote lectures 5
Scholarly lectures 58

Organisation of conference and sessions 22

In addition, lectures for the general public were hosted near-weekly, and several

contributions were published in the regional and national media.

Frisian with Radboud University and Omrop
Fryslan. The NWO project Language Portal
(Taalportaal’) entails cooperation between
the Fryske Akademy, the Meertens Institute,
Institute for Dutch Lexicology, and Leiden
University. The HISGIS project was rolled out
throughout the Netherlands in cooperation
with various heritage institutions, regional
governments, and universities. And to
conclude, HISGIS, the National Archives of
the Netherlands, and the Cultural Heritage
Agency of the Netherlands joined forces in a
NWO project coordinated by the University
of Amsterdam.

Thanks to three endowed professorships
and several joint doctoral research
programmes, we have collaborations with
the universities of Leiden, Groningen,
Amsterdam, Maastricht, and Utrecht.

In addition, we submitted research
proposals in conjunction with Eindhoven
Technical University, and in Flanders with
the University of Louvain and the Vrije
Universiteit Brussel.

The Mercator European Research Centre
for Multilingualism and Language Learning
is firmly embedded in a network of
international partners. Its staff participates
in the Mercator Network, made up of five
research and documentation centres in
Catalonia, Wales, Budapest, and Eskilstuna.
The Mercator Knowledge Centre also

plays a part in the European Bureau for
Lesser Used Languages. The international
Network of Schools is a collaboration
between 32 institutions in 16 European
countries, including the Mercator Knowledge

Centre. In addition, this Centre concluded
collaboration agreements with the School
of Oriental and African Studies at London
University and several parties in the Basque
country. As its secretary and coordinator,
the Knowledge Centre is involved in
various European projects with partners
from Greece, Poland, Latvia, Norway, and
Belgium.

International initiatives arising from
other fields were rewarded as well. A
consortium for historical research was
formed, made up of the Fryske Akademy,
Emslandische Landschaft, Ostfriesische
Landschaft, Emslandmuseum Lingen,
Waddenacademie and the Drenthe
Archives. The EU programme INTERREG
VA awarded funds for the establishment
of a ‘Netwerk voor grensoverschrijdende
geschiedenis in Noord-Nederland en
Noordwest-Duitsland’ (‘Network for Cross-
Border History in the North Netherlands

]
‘Network for Cross-Border
History in the North Netherlands
and North West Germany’

Statement of Income and Expenditure

2015 realisation budget difference in percentages
Income 3,596,851 3,972,116 375,265 9%
Expenditure 3,711,407 4,093,735 382,328 9%
Balance -114,556 -121,619 9,063

This year's deficit was intentionally made up from the Akademy’s own funds, which will be
reduced to circa 15% of the annual budget over the next few years.

Website and Social Media

The Fryske Akademy enjoyed a remarkable
growth in its social media following in
2015. The number of followers on Twitter
increased from 677 to 928, and the group
‘liking’ the Fryske Akademy on Facebook
increased from 396 to 558 people.
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Website Unique visitors:

Fryske Akademy
Mercator Network
Network of schools 8
Mercator Research
HISGIS

total 117057

Construction and Renovation

Members and Donors

On Akademy Day, 11 September 2015, the

following five new members were appointed

to the Fryske Akademy:

» Prof. Roeland van Hout, on account of
his contributions to applied linguistics,
linguistic variation, multilingualism, and
minority languages.

+ Prof. Dirk Strijker, on account of his
contributions to the research into the
development of the countryside and
the cultural geography of the North
Netherlands in particular.

+ Writers Doeke Sijens and Doete Stienstra-
Venema, on account of their contributions
to Frisian literature.

+ Frisian composer Hoite Pruiksma, on
account of his substantial contribution to
the innovation of the music curriculum,
and his performances of the work of
unknown composers.

By the end of 2015, the Fryske Akademy had

1,450 donors and 304 members.

After extensive preparations, the construction and renovation work started in the summer
of 2014. In August 2015, the first group of staff members moved into their new offices at It
Aljemint. The new buildings at the Groeneweg and the renovation of the listed buildings on
the Doelestraat were largely completed in 2015 as well. The construction of the new buildings

will be completed in the course of 2016.

Geert Booij

and North West Germany’) (www.gesnet.
eu). The cooperation with NISE continued.
The English Leverhulme Trust provided the
Fryske Akademy and Proto-Germanists of
the universities of Copenhagen, Glasgow
and Cambridge with a network grant.

In 2015, the Fryske Akademy took on

the coordination of the Industrialization
Language Contact and Identity Formation
in China and Europe (ILCI) network. On

22 June, a cooperation agreement was
concluded with the China Center for
Linguistic and Strategic Studies (Nanjing
University). And finally, the lexicographers
will be part of the Cost European Network of
e-Lexicography until 2017.

KONINKLTI]JKE
AKADEMIE VAN WETEN

NEDERLANDSE

Scholarly Evaluation

At the request of the KNAW, the Fryske
Akademy was reviewed by a committee
chaired by professor emeritus Geert

Booij in November. The committee spoke
with a number of project managers,

the management team, and several
stakeholders. The committee concluded
that the Fryske Akademy scores high

marks on its research, excels in the
valorisation of its research, and is very

well prepared for the future. The most
urgent recommendations of the committee
were about the internationalisation of its
scholarly publications, reinforcement of
the ICT, closer cooperation with the Frisian
colleges, and the pursuit of a better balance
in the male/female ratio in the research
staff.

Organisation Structure

Mid 2015, the research staff of the Fryske
Akademy switched to a project-based
organisation structure. As a result, the
various research groups were abolished.
The organisational changes were made in
order to allow for more cross-disciplinary
research, to successfully compete for
external research grants in the current
competitive market, and to encourage team
publications, with the purpose of publishing
more articles in peer-reviewed journals and
with international publishers.
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Staff Composition
(31/12/2015)

28 fte

54%

Distribution by Gender and Age 2015 mp

Members of the

Supervisory Board

* Prof. Jacob Fokkema
(chairman)

* Drs. Jan-Meinte Postma
(deputy chairman)

+ Drs. Houkje Rijpstra

+ Prof. Fred Weerman

* Mr. Douwe de Vries
Mr. De Vries resigned from
the Board on 1 July 2015 after
serving two terms of office.
The resulting vacancy was not
filled in 2015.

Managing Director
Dr. Hanno Brand is the managing
director of the Fryske Akademy.

<25
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
>65

Research staff 14 fte
PhD candidates 7.4 fte

Support staff 9 fte

General Affairs  12.6 fte

Agency staff 5.4 fte

Total capacity 48.4 fte 61
0.9
23.08% 10.68
15.38% 6.52
21.15% 8.31
38.46% 16.63
0.00% 0

100% 43.04 fte

Our colleague
Wiebe Bergsma
passed away on
28 June 2015.






