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80th Anniversary
Since its foundation in 1938, 
the Fryske Akademy has been 
engaged in fundamental and 
applied scientific research into 
the Frisian language, history, 
and culture. After eighty years, 
this assignment, which Frisian 
society gave the institute when 
it was founded, is still leading. 
The Fryske Akademy researchers 
are tasked with analysing the dynamics of 
the language and of social and historical 
processes. They do this by researching 
the Frisian language, multilingualism, 
language learning, and the history of 
Fryslân. The Fryske Akademy makes the 
written, spoken, and historical heritage 
accessible to science and society. By 
studying long-term processes of language 
variation and acquisition, multilingualism, 
cultural uniqueness, and identity building, 
we create a better understanding of the 
diversity of human interactions within 
a specific regional context. The Fryske 
Akademy remains firmly embedded in 
the region and shares its knowledge with 
numerous research institutions and social 
bodies at home and abroad. 

New Profile
When the managing director stepped 
down in early 2018, the process 
supervisor - who had been recruited in 
late 2017 to create a new strategic profile - 
was appointed interim managing director. 

In this capacity, he is also responsible for 
implementing the strategic vision under 
development.
The Fryske Akademy is faced with the task 
of balancing its structural income and 
expenses, while at the same time creating 
financial room for the expansion of its 
research staff. To this end, a draft strategic 
plan was presented in September, which 
involved a change of course in research as 
well as a reorganisation. 

Administrative Agreement
An important aspect of the plan is 
the renewal of the Bestjoersôfspraak 
Fryske Taal en Kultuer (Administrative 
Agreement on the Frisian Language and 
Culture) 2019-2023 (BFTK 2019-2023). The 
agreements between the government and 
the province of Friesland incorporated 
in the plan will serve to implement the 
Use of Frisian Act. The position of the 
Fryske Akademy is covered in these 
agreements, which are governed by the 
European Charter for Regional or Minority 
Languages.

In the BFTK 2019-2023, the parties agreed 
that the province will shortly start analysing 
the state of affairs of the Fryske Akademy. 
Its financial and managerial position, the 
organisation of the research institute, and 
the link with the Royal Netherlands Academy 
of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) will be explicitly 
assessed and reviewed.

Research and Output
In the year under review, the international 
scope of the research focusing on the 
region increased. In addition to a wide 
range of scholarly publications (articles in 
Frisian, national, and international journals, 
conference compilations, and monographs), 
a number of reports were published, such as 
the Economic Vitality Scan for the North-East 
of Friesland, two archaeological excavation 
reports, the fourth language survey, 
two regional dossiers by Mercator, and 
reports on the role of the Frisian language 
in the municipal reorganisation and the 
implementation of the European Charter for 
Regional Languages or Minority Languages 
in the Netherlands.

Publications (in numbers)

Lectures and Conferences  
(in numbers) 
In addition, lectures for the general public 
were hosted near-weekly, and regular 
contributions were published in the 
regional and national media.

European Capital of Culture 
In the context of Leeuwarden-Fryslân 
Cultural Capital 2018 (LF2018), the Fryske 
Akademy hosted some twenty events, such 
as conferences, a poetry competition, and 
various other activities. The organisation 

of the first International Conference on 
Frisian Humanities, the successor to the 
Frisian Philologists’ Conference, was one 
of the main scholarly activities of LF2018. 
Furthermore, in collaboration with the 
Stichting Nederlandse Dialecten (Dutch 
Dialects Foundation), a regional language 
conference was organised, followed by a 
day of culture, filled with music, stories, 
and poetry in regional languages. In 
addition, a number of digital products 
were developed, including a game that 
was created in collaboration with Grendel 
Games and the Afûk. Many activities took 
place under the name Lân fan taal (land of 
languages), part of LF2018, a collaboration 
of a number of Frisian cultural institutions.

Doctoral and Post-Doctoral 
Research
On 14 May, Mirjam Günther-van der Meij 
obtained her PhD from the University 
of Groningen (RUG) for The impact of 
degree of bilingualism on L3 development: 
English language development in early and 
later bilinguals in the Frisian context. The 
ceremony took place in the Martinikerk 
in Franeker.  Wander Lowie and Cees de 

Core Publications
• Duarte, Joana da Silveira, 

Translanguaging in the context of 
mainstream multilingual education. In: 
International Journal of Multilingualism. 
2018 

• Günther-van der Meij, Mirjam, The 
impact of the degree of bilingualism on L3 
development: English language development 
in early and later bilinguals in the Frisian 
context. Fryske Akademy, 2018; 204 p. 
(doctoral thesis)

• Hoekstra, Eric and Frits van der 
Kuip, Peanut butter, compositionality 
and semantic transparency in loan 
translations. In: Taal & Tongval. 2018; Vol. 
69, No. 1, pp. 137-156

• Klinkenberg, Edwin, Nika Stefan and 
Reitze Jonkman, Taal yn Fryslân. De         
folgjende generaasje. Ljouwert: Provinsje 
Fryslân, 2018; 142 p. 

• Kuip, Frits van der and Willem Visser 
(editors), Special Issue: Lexicography of 
Smaller Languages: Between Foreignism 
and Purism. In: International Journal of 
Lexicography. 2018; Vol. 31, No. 2, pp. 127-
248

• Langen, Gilles de and Hans Mol, Church 
Foundation and Parish Formation in Frisia 
in the Tenth and Eleventh Centuries: A 
Planned Development? In: The Medieval 
Low Countries. An Annual Review. 2018; Vol. 
4 (2017), pp. 1-55

• Meijering, Henk and Han Nijdam, ‘Wat 
is Recht? De receptie van Oudfries recht in 
de Groninger Ommelanden in de 15e en 16e 
eeuw.: Een editie met vertaling. Gorredijk: 
Bornmeer, 2018; 600 p. 

• Molema, Marijn and Merijn Knibbe, 
Institutionalization of knowledge-based 
growth illustrated by the Dutch-Frisian 
dairy sector, 1895-1950. In: Rural History: 
Economy, Society, Culture. 2018; Vol. 29, 
No. 2, pp. 217-235 

uit Codex Unia’ (‘Middle Dutch Influences on 
the Old West-Frisian Old Magistrate’s Law 
from the Codex Unia’), which he completed 
in 2017 as part of his study programme on 
Historical Language and Literature at Ghent 
University. 

Website and Social Media
On social media, the growth of the Fryske 
Akademy’s following persisted. On Twitter, 
the number of followers rose from 1241 to 
1408, and on Facebook from 859 to 944. The 
number of followers of the @taalwebfrysk 
Twitter account increased from 149 to 181 
followers. The Mercator Facebook page 
had 991 likes, and the @MercatorNetwork 
Twitter account  had 1499 followers. 
 

Members
On Akademy Day, 14 September 2018, 
the following four new members were 
appointed to the Fryske Akademy:
•	 Sjoerd Bootsma on account of his 

contributions to Frisian culture.
•	 Sytse Buwalda on account of his 

contributions to, and sustained interest in 
Frisian culture. 

•	 Douwe Draaisma on account of his 
contributions to research.

•	 Joop Koopmans on account of his 
contributions to Frisian research. 

At the end of 2018, the Fryske Akademy had 
1403 donors, 280 of whom were Akademy 
members.

Bot (RUG) were the supervisors; Edwin 
Klinkenberg (Fryske Akademy) was the 
co-supervisor.

Current PhD Trajectories
•	 Middeleeuwse agrarische 

veenontginningen in Zuid-Friesland en de 
kop van Overijssel (1000-1400) (‘Medieval 
Agrarian Peat Reclamations in Southern 
Friesland and the North of Overijssel 
(1000-1400)’) – Dennis Worst 

•	 Language Preservation and Language Loss 
in Frisian: a socio-linguistic profile – Nika 
Stefan 

•	 Changes in Modern Frisian Verbal 
Inflection - Anne Merkuur 

•	 Regionaal beleid en economische 
ontwikkeling (‘Regional Policy and 
Economic Development’) - Bart 
Hogeboom 

•	 Het gebruik van Friese varianten op sociale 
media (‘The Use of Variants of the Frisian 
Language in Social Media’) – Lysbeth 
Jongbloed-Faber 

•	 Kennisgedreven innovatie in de Friese 
zuivelsector, 1960-2008 (‘Knowledge-
Driven Innovation in the Frisian Dairy 
Industry, 1960-2008’) - Ronald Plantinga

•	 Adel, boeren en de middeleeuwse 
boerderijplaats op de Friese klei 1350-
1600 (‘Nobility, farmers, and the 
medieval farmstead on Frisian clay 
between 1350-1600’) - Jonathan Bos 

Post-doctoral research
•	 Jelske Dijkstra - Dutch-Frisian code 

switching (research within the context of 
FAME!: Frisian Audio Mining Enterprise)

•	 Joana Duarte - Multilingualism in 
education and society

•	 Lydia Janssen - The impact of the Viglius 
College on cultural and intellectual life 
in early-modern Friesland (16th to 18th 
century).

•	 Marjoleine Sloos – The phonetics and 
phonology of bilingualism

Thesis Prize 
On 14 September, the Skripsjepriis, the 
biennial prize for the best thesis research 
in the field of Frisian language and 
culture, was awarded to Levi R. Damsma 
for his thesis ‘Middelnederlandse invloeden 
in het Oudwestfriese Oud Schoutenrecht 

Presentation of the Economic Vitality Scan 2018

PhD defense Mirjam Günther

Cor van der Meer (Mercator) in 
Brussels, September 27, 2018

Thesis award for Levi Damsma

New members: Sjoerd Bootsma, Douwe Draaisma, 
Sytse Buwalda and Joop Koopmans

Managing Director
Prof. Dr Hanno Brand  
(until 15 January)
Willem Smink  
(ad interim, as from 15 January)

Members of the  
Supervisory Board
•	 Prof. Dr Jacob Fokkema (chairman)
•	 Wybren Eijzenga (until 1 November)
•	 Seerp Leistra 
•	 Houkje Rijpstra
•	 Prof. Dr Anthonya Visser 

Wittenskiplike publikaasjes 

Website en sosjale media
Op sosjale media makke de Fryske Akademy fannijs groei troch. It tal folgers op Twitter stiigde fan 928 nei 1065 en op Facebook fan 558 nei 765. 
De corporate Akademysite is drastysk fernijd, tagonkliker makke en sûnt 18 july online. De âlde website is noch altiten te rieplachtsjen �a de url argyf.fryske-akademy.eu.
Website unike besikers
Argyf Fryske Akademy 44.586  
Fryske Akademy (fan 18 july ôf )  19.056
Mercator Network 12.338
Network of Schools   6.990
Mercator Education 34.835
Hisgis 65.522
Taalweb 20.950
Gesnet    3340
   
Totalen 223.607
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Op sosjale media makke de Fryske Akademy fannijs groei troch. It tal folgers op Twitter stiigde fan 1065 nei 1241 en op 
Facebook fan 765 nei 859. It tal folgers op it Twitter-akkount @taalwebfrysk groeide nei 149 folgers.

Website unike besikers
Fryske Akademy               140.666
Mercator Network           60.664
Network of Schools         38.152
Mercator Research          84.616
HISGIS                                 105.278
Taalweb                               68.596
Gesnet                                 5.222
Totalen                                503.194

Leden
Op de Akademydei fan 15 septimber 2017 waarden trije nije leden beneamd:
Foppe de Haan omreden fan syn fertsjinsten foar de Fryske kultuer.
Mr. Rienk Wegener Sleeswijk omreden fan syn grutte oanhâldende niget foar de Fryske wittenskip en Fryske kultuer yn it 
algemien.
Prof. dr. Cisca Wijmenga omreden fan har fertsjinsten op wittenskiplik mêd. 
Ein 2017 telde de Fryske Akademy 1430 stipers, dêrfan 285 leden.

Personiel
Personielsmutaasjes 2016 (yn tsjinst)
01/01 51 43,87 fte
31/12 57 45,46 fte

Gearstalling personiel (31/12/2016)
Wittenskiplike stêf   19  16,42 fte
Promovendy  7   5,88 fte
Stipe wittenskip  15  10,59 fte
Stypjend behearspersoniel  16  12,57 fte
Utstjoerkrêften  14   8,91 fte
Detasjearren  2  1,06 fte
Totaalkapasiteit  73  55,43 fte

Opbou personiel yn tsjinst ne�ens leeftyd en slachte 2016
Leeftyd Persintaazje  man   frou
< 25 0% 0 0
25-34 24,4% 8 6
35-44 13,9% 3 6
45-54 22,7% 8 4
55-64 38,3% 15 7
>65 0,00% 0 0
Totaal 100% 34 23

Ried fan Tafersjoch
Prof. dr. ir. Jacob Fokkema (foarsitter)
Wybren Eijzenga (fan 11 april ôf )
Seerp Leistra (fan 11 april ôf )
drs. Houkje Rijpstra
prof. dr. Anthonya Visser (fan 11 april ôf )
Direkteur-bestjoerder
Prof. dr. Hanno Brand. Sûnt febrewaris is Hanno Brand ek bysûnder heechlearaar Fryslân yn de hannelsnetwurken fan 
pre-yndustrieel Europa (1000-1800) oan de Ryksuniversiteit Grins.

Scholarly Contributions  
Refereed articles  17
Chapters in compilations/books  7
Books and compilations  3
Reports  5
Databases   2
Software products  1
Digital products  1
Doctoral theses  1
 
Professional contributions  
Articles   18
Website articles   3
Website    1
Reports    4
Chapters in compilations/books  2
Books  2
 
Popular contributions  25
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prof. dr. Anthonya Visser (fan 11 april ôf )
Direkteur-bestjoerder
Prof. dr. Hanno Brand. Sûnt febrewaris is Hanno Brand ek bysûnder heechlearaar Fryslân yn de hannelsnetwurken fan 
pre-yndustrieel Europa (1000-1800) oan de Ryksuniversiteit Grins.

Scholarly Contributions  
Refereed articles  17
Chapters in compilations/books  7
Books and compilations  3
Reports  5
Databases   2
Software products  1
Digital products  1
Doctoral theses  1
 
Professional contributions  
Articles   18
Website articles   3
Website    1
Reports    4
Chapters in compilations/books  2
Books  2
 
Popular contributions  25

17Refereed articles

7
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Chapters in compilations/books

Books and compilations
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Software products

Digital products

Doctoral theses 

3

Website articles3

5

2

1

1

1
Refereed articles

Reports 

18Articles

93Scholarly lectures

38

Website 1

4Reports 

2 Chapters in compilations/books

2 Books

25
Popular contributions

Organisation of 
conferences and sessions

Scholarly contributions

Professional contributions

Popular contributions

Statement of Income and Expenditure
2018 Realisation Budget Difference

Income 4,667,202 4,132,998 534,204

Expenditure 4,649,287 4,234,727 414,560

Balance 17,915 -101,729 119,644

Due to non-recurring income and expenses, the balance deviates from the budgeted  
balance.
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Distribution by 
Age and by Gender 
(31/12/2018)

Staff composition  
(31/12/2018)

Staff 2018
51 Staff Members/55 Positions

Staff

Website Unique visitors

Fryske Akademy 140,666

Mercator Network 60,664

Network of Schools 38,152

Mercator Research 84,616

HISGIS 105,278

Taalweb 68,596

Gesnet 5.222

Total                                   503,194
Exposition in the Fryske Akademy 
garden, Summer 2018

Fryslân DOK (Frisian TV documentary),  
October 14, 2018
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